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SUBJ: IISS MILITARY BALANCE PIGURES POR MBPR 

1. THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE POR STRATEGIC STUDIES 
(IISS) PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 3 ITS ANNUAL MILITARY BALANCE. 

THE SECTION ON MBFR WILL BE OP INTEREST TO ADDRESSEES. 

THE 76-77 MILITARY BALANCE ESTIMATES WARSAW PACT GROUND 
PORCE MANPOWER AT 899,000, DOWN PROM THE 925,000 ESTIMATE 
IN THE 75-76 BALANCE. 

2. THE IISS PIGURE POR WP GROUND FORCE MANPOWER IS 50, 

000 LESS THAN OPPICIAL NATO ESTIMATE. IISS ALSO INDICATES 
THE WP TOTAL IS PALLING. MOREOVER, THE INSTITUTE ASSERTS 
THE DISPARITY BETWEEN NATO AND WARSAW PACT GROUND PORCE 
MANPOWER IS ONLY 107,000, COMPARED WITH THE NATO ESTIMATE 
OP 159,000. 

3. THESE FIGURES WILL NO DOUBT BE USED BY THE EAST 

IN VIENNA TO BOLSTER ITS CASE THAT THE WEST'S OFT STATED 
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CONCERN OVER THE DESTABILIZING EPPECT OF DISPARITY IN 
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GROUND FORCES IN CENTRAL EUROPE IS A SELE-INDUCED, IF NOT 
CYNICAL, EANTASY. 

ARMSTRONG 
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